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Contributions for the next edition are          

welcome  

anytime during the coming weeks,  

but at the very latest by:  

Sunday 28th June 

email to  

thechurchmagazine@outlook.com 

The May/June edition of the Wyvern will be avail-

able for collection by distributors  

on Sunday  12th July 

 

TBC 

 Cong Ref No - 291743 

Scottish Charity No - SC011775 

 

Girls’ Group 

Monday Evenings 18:30—20.00 

 

Carpet Bowling Group 

Thursday Evenings—19:00—21:00 

 

Something else happening?   

If you have anything you’d like                 

intimated in the pre-service slides,    

please contact Stewart Kerr                                       

by a Friday at the latest. 

Sunday worship is           

conducted by Rev Anita 

Kerr, every week at 11am . 

Minister 

Rev Anita D C Kerr 

 

Session Clerk 

Margaret Adamson 

 

Treasurer 

Morag Stalker 
 

Fabric Co-ordinator & Rollkeeper 

  Mr Ron Chimiak 

 

Church Officer 

Mr Garry Collins 
 

Presbytery Elder 

James Burns 

 

Director of Music 

Ruth Irons 

  

Hall Letting Convenor 

Garry Collins 
  

Safeguarding Co-ordinator 

 Pam Chimiak 

  

Reader Co-Ordinator 

Merelyn Baxter 

  

Mission Partner 

JustBee Productions 

www.justbeeproductions.co.uk 

about:blank
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The Fellowship of Believers.  

They devoted themselves to the apostle's teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.                

Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and             

miraculous signs were done by the apostles... Selling their 

possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had 

need…They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and    

sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And 

the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.                

Acts 2:42-47  

Dear readers, in our 21st century, we may look with longing at this story of 

the early church, the generosity, harmony and joy in a shared community, 

free from the trappings of material goods.  Living out our faith and fulfilling 

our moral responsibility in and to a world driven by wealth and polarised by 

poverty. Loving our neighbour, seen and unseen, near and far, hungry, 

thirsty, naked and in prison. The idyll of the early church is hard to achieve, 

but not impossible.  

Allow me to share with you what in Philosophy is called a ‘thought                         

experiment’. This is essentially a fresh way of looking at a problem using 

our imagination. A story by any other name, Jesus called these parables 

and used them all the time! Especially when people failed to grasp the 

meaning of what he was teaching them.  Jesus, Saviour of the world, 

preacher, teacher and philosopher.  

“The Child in the Pond”  

A thought experiment by Peter Singer 1972. 

Imagine your way to work takes you past a pond. One day, you see a child 

who has fallen in and seems to be drowning. But if you wade in to pull him 

out, you will ruin your new shoes and clothes.  What do you do? You might 

ruin the clothing, which cost you, perhaps £200, but no one would think 

that’s a good reason not to save the drowning child. But you could give that 

£200 to a charity like Christian Aid or Save the Children to preserve a life, 

and yet most of us don’t! 
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Peter Singer argues that failing to give money to charity to help children is 

no different from failing to jump into the pond. Is it a case of out of sight is 

out of mind? Is it harder to put ourselves in the place of others when we 

can’t see them? Harder perhaps, but not impossible, especially when 

those in need of our help are brought to our attention as they will be             

during Christian Aid Week, 10-16 May 2026. This is our opportunity to 

meet some of the challenges and of the early church: to perform wonders, 

to give to any in need with glad and sincere hearts, to praise God, and to 

enjoy the favour of all the people. 

Bless you and thank you 

Anita 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and               

sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

Why take part in Christian Aid Week? 

This Christian Aid Week, your support could 
help mothers in Nairobi, Kenya, facing the               

devastating reality of urban poverty and the              
daily struggle to feed their children. 

Fridah with her grandson, Quillan, outside their 
house in Dagoretti, Nairobi.  

Most parents wake every day knowing they must go out and earn money, or 
their children won’t eat that evening. Fridah knows this reality well. But she's 

determined to protect her grandchildren from hunger.  

Through our partner, Beacon of Hope, she’s received tools, seeds and training 
to grow fresh vegetables in a small city space – food she can cook for her            

family or sell to earn income. 

‘Now I can plan. I can buy this; I can buy that. I can help my family.’ 
 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and        

sisters of mine, you did for me.’  Matthew 25: 40  

Donations gratefully received in cash or by cheque made payable to 
Christian Aid 



 

5 

 

J. D. Pirie 

Around sixty years ago I enrolled for night classes in that well known                           

education institution known affectionately by many Dundee people as ‘ The 

Stobbie.’  Not for anything educational I hasten to add, but just for woodwork.  I 

wanted to make a coffee table. 

I knew exactly what I wanted.  I had a friend who had a coffee table and I had 

seen a coffee table in a down town furniture shop and I wanted to combine the 

two designs together. 

So for the next ten weeks I could be found on a Thursday evening sawing and 

planing, clamping and gluing and sandpapering and doing everything                        

necessary to make a coffee table. 

At the end of ten weeks my coffee table was finished and being not too biased I 

would have given myself eight out of ten points. 

On the second last night our teacher told us he would take us to the class next 

door so we could see what they had made and this would give us ideas for the 

future.  There were all the usual things but the one thing that caught my eye 

was a plant pot stand, not unlike the ones that we have behind the Communion 

table which hold flowers every Sunday. I could see it in a corner of a hall or a 

lounge or perhaps a conservatory, with a large pot of flowers on it.  Trying not to 

be biased I would have given the person who made it, eight out of ten points. 

So eight out of ten for my coffee table and eight out of ten for the plant pot 

stand. 

But when I thought about it.  It was not a competition.  And in a certain way I 

was judging that person.  And what right did I have to do that.         

Suddenly the man appeared who had made the plant pot stand and he ran his 

hand over it with pride,  just as I had run my hand over my coffee                                                              

table.  But in his other hand he carried a white stick.  He was completely blind.   

My woodworking classes had taught me how to use all the woodworking                   

machinery and given me hands-on experience with many woodworking 

tools.  But without doubt the greatest lesson I was to learn was not to be too 

quick and judgmental of other people.   

It is a lesson I always try to remember.     
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Margaret Robertson  

This year’s show was a fast-paced, colourful journey which celebrated the 

past 60 years of Gang Shows in music and dance, interspersed by comic 

sketches. 

The show featured members of the Scout Association from young Squirrels 

and Beavers, through Cubs and Scouts to Explorers, Adult Leaders and 

Volunteers. The audience experienced the product of many hours of               

singing and dancing practice, with multiple scenery and costume changes.  

A special Shout-Out to participants known to the congregation: Kirsty 

Steinson, daughter of choir member, Agnes, was on stage, while Agnes 

and her husband Gary assisted in the dressing rooms.  Meanwhile, Aimee 

Brown, Wyvern Editor and Gang Show Assistant Production Director, was 

on duty greeting visitors in the Foyer.  Billy Muir, Conductor at Total Recall 

Memories Choir, was Musical Director. 

At the end of the show, I, along with the rest of the audience, was left                 

feeling that I was definitely “Riding along on the Crest of a Wave” *  

* “Riding along on the Crest of a Wave”  is the traditional musical      

number at the end of any Gang Show. 

Sunday 29th March was a fine morning made special when Alison appeared 

bearing not only a posy of vibrant flowers but also a tray of fruit and our first 

seasonal chocolate Easter   Egg. Alison came in for a quick chat but         

unfortunately not enough time for a cuppa as duty called. As the following 

day was Faye's birthday and we were off to Pitlochry for a couple days we 

visited Wendy with the bright posy. 

Our sincere thanks once again for the thoughtfulness of the Church Family 

and The Ladies of the Flower Committee. 

Faye and Frank Galloway 
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Sheila Valentine 

We were forced to make several changes to our planned programme as 

the session came to an end.  

On March 3rd, Jonathan Buchan, a freelance organist and singer, had to 

call off due to illness. As that day was World Wildlife Day, we enjoyed two 

quizzes – one about animals and the other about plants.  

It was originally planned to have some quizzes after the A.G.M. on 17th 

May, but we were delighted when David Gibson, chairperson of Starter 

Packs, came along at short notice to tell us about the work of the                

organisation. 

Our final meeting was the Daffodil Tea when, before we enjoyed a variety 

of culinary delights, we were entertained by David Pirie, who shared a few 

of his poems with us. These were interspersed with a selection of songs 

from Anne Gunn and Marilyn Graham. 

Several members will attend a Guilds Together Mini-Gathering in Forfar 

where we will hear the latest news from the National Executive and have 

an opportunity to share programme ideas with other Guilds. Hopefully, this 

will help us over the next few weeks to put together an interesting                          

programme for next session. 

After the Service on Palm Sunday, several people enquired where the 

Palm Branches for the procession had come from.  They were from the 

Dundee University Botanic Gardens.  Richard Grossi, Team Leader, had 

cut them from plants that needed to be thinned out.  When I told him 

where they would be used, he said that he had helped to build the                

Garden at the side of the St Andrew’s Building.  He and fellow trainee, 

Paul Kinnear, had worked on the garden while they were employed at 

Helm Training. He was happy to learn that the garden is still in use.  

Margaret Robertson  
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A Poem written by  J.D. Pirie 

 I sometimes wonder about our world 

With its troubles and all of its strife, 

And I think to myself, what could I do 

That would improve everyone’s life.  

 

And so my friends, I have a plan 

It’s quite simple, what more can I say, 

But all over the land we should give it a try 

And have a National HUG day. 

 

A hug from your mother when you were young 

No doubt was a wonderful thing, 

And when a teenager with a pretty young girl 

It was enough to make your heart sing. 

 

Now if we all hugged each other I’m sure that you’d find 

                    That our troubles and tensions might wane,                     

So it might just spread, all over the world 

And we could all live in peace once again. 

 

So if Putin and Trump gave each other a hug 

And if world leaders forgot their colours and hue 

I’m sure the world would be a much better place 

But the good news. . . . . I’m starting with YOU ! 
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Flower Donor Flower Committee 

May 2026 

3rd Mrs. W. Petrie Mrs. M. McKenzie 

10th Mrs. A. Black  Mrs. A. Galligan 

17th Flower Fund Mrs. A. Sanderson 

24th Flower Fund  Miss. M. Graham 

31st Mrs. J. Walker  Mrs. M. McKenzie 

June 2026 

7th 
Mrs. A. Forbes                    
Mrs. A. Thom 

Mrs. A. Galligan 

14th Mrs. J. Walker  Mrs. A. Sanderson 

21st Flower Fund  Miss. M. Graham 

28th Mrs. M. McCallum Mrs. M. McKenzie 

July 2026 

5th 
Mrs. D. Grant                          
Mr. J. Spain  

Mrs. A. Galligan 

12th Mrs. A. Dewar Mrs. A. Sanderson 

19th 
Mrs. S. Baird                     
Mrs. P. Wood 

Miss. M. Graham 

26th  
Mrs. J. Smith                         
Mrs. A. Black 

Mrs. M. McKenzie 

Heavenly Father, I ask Your Holy Spirit to 
guide me in my daily decisions. Illuminate 

my mind and heart so I make choices aligned 
with Your will. Remove confusion, doubt, and 
indecision, and grant me clarity, insight, and 

discernment. Help me act with integrity,            
patience, and wisdom in every circumstance. 
May Your Spirit guide my steps, interactions, 
and priorities, so I live each day purposefully 
and faithfully. Thank You for Your constant 

presence and guidance in all that I do. Amen. 

“Your word is a 
lamp to my feet 

and a light to my 
path.”                       

— Psalm 119:105  
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If you have any pastoral concerns or if you 
know of anyone at home or in the 

hospital who would like a visit, please       
contact our minister 

 

Rev Anita Kerr  

Email: anita.kerr@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Tel: 01382 456659 

Or  

Church Office 
Kingsgait Kirk 

2 King Street, Dundee,  DD1 2JB     
Tel: 01382 224860 

Email: kingsgaitkirk@outlook.com  
 

 

 

Kingsgait Kirk, Dundee 

Christian Aid Co-Ordinator  

Margaret Adamson 

kingsgaitkirk@outlook.com 
 

                                                                
Flower Committee 

Avril Sanderson  

Muriel McKenzie  
 

  Girls’ Group 

Jacqui Cox  
 

 Guild President 

Sheila Valentine  

                                                                                      
Kingsgait Kirk Charity Knitters 

Stella Xenophontos-Hellen   
 

Prayer Team 

  Jenni Leigh 

jenni.leigh@literacytrust.org.uk  
                                                                                        

Transform Trade 

Sally Romilly  

Margaret Chisholm  

Church Eco-Congregation  

contact  

Sally Romilly  
 

Church Carpet Bowling Group 

 Marilyn Graham 
             

Wyvern Distribution                

Co-Ordinator and Editor 

Alison Collins  

Aimee Brown  

Visit our new website—Launched November 2025 

http://www.kingsgaitkirk.org.uk   

http://www.kingsgaitkirk.org.uk/

